
Jeremiah
Jeremiah's Character
Prophet of doom on the whole, but some beautiful passages of hope and reconciliation.  Could be described as a depressive – laments (but see later comment about the value and importance of lament).  Definitely a glass is half empty kind of a prophet – Carolyn Sharp notes that he and Amos could 'vie for the title of  Scariest Teacher ever”! (Sharp, 2009,72).

The situation into which Jeremiah prophesied (from around 627 - 597) demanded some stern language.  He led his people through one the greatest catastophes in the history of Israel.  Jeremiah is also one of the most quoted and influential of the prophets, in both the Old and New Testaments.  He is remembered as a prophet of unparalleled spiritual authority.
The commissioning of Jeremiah is regularly quoted in Christian ordination services.  His job is to 'pluck up and pull down, destroy and overthrow, build and plant (1:10) – requires courage and directness.
Summary of Jeremiah's Message
Israel/Judah has broken her covenant with God and the end of this is destruction – it is unavoidable, at least for a time.  But God will not utterly forsake the remnant and will once again establish a covenant with his people, this time written not on tablets of stone but on their hearts.

“The Lord said to me 'Do not pray for the welfare of this people.Although they fast I do not hear their cry, and although they offer burn offering and grain offering I do not accept them; but they the sword, by famine and by pestilence I consume them.” (14:11-12)

Yet:

“I will put my law within them and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be their God and they shall be my people. … for I will forgive their iniquity and remember their sin no more” (31:33-34)
How Might We Apply Jeremiah's Message Today?
There is a lot of political intrigue going on around Jeremiah which he roundly condemns.  Judgement of those who make political alliances to save themselves are condemned as 'bad figs'.  There is something to be said here in today's world where sometimes justice less important than money and the ease of those who have a lot and want more.   Jeremiah's message calls us to remember that justice and love for others still do not yet flourish in our world and so we have work to do.

The value of lament, which we see quite a lot in Jeremiah, should also not be overlooked. Walter Brueggemann notes that lament is crucial for mature faith – it helps us take initiative with God rather than waiting passively for rescue.  It also keeps the issue of justice at the forefront of our minds.  Lament responds to spiritual pain that is real even in the lives of faithful Christians. (in Miller, 1995, 98-111).  Lament is not about being faithless but about being honest with ourselves and with God when we are struggling and hurting – it is a way of healing.
Other Points of Interest/Note
Amid the chapters of judgement and doom in this book are some of the most beautiful words of promise and hope in the Hebrew Bible.  Chapters 30-31 have been called 'The Book of Consolation' and they are so different in tone and message from the rest of the book that scholars have debated whether they were in fact added later by another hand.  Whatever their origin they remain like a song in the midst of the pain, of a God who will gather his people, heal them and cause them once more to rejoice.  While we continually disobey God and break the covenant, still he is ultimately faithful.  There is hope in the midst of ruin for Israel/Judah and there is hope in the midst of ruin for our modern world.  
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