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Creating a Bible Study Session
Hayes Lecture / Chapter 16 will help you with this assignment.

The purpose of this assignment is to show your ability to translate your learning at an academic level into something engaging and informative for a wider audience.  You will still need to demonstrate knowledge and understanding but you will need to do it a way that is accessible to a wide range of people. You will need to demonstrate an understanding of the book of Amos and the importance of the book in the Hebrew Canon.  
As most people are not very familiar with the Old Testament one thing you will need to do is write something about the literary, historical and canonical contexts of the book but in a simple, brief and accessible way.

You may find it helpful to start out with time limit for the session and then decide how you want to split that time up (ie how many ‘sections’ do you want to have and how much time will each ‘section’ therefore take).  Don’t forget to include time for discussion questions. 
You can tackle this assignment in any way you like, but a safe and helpful way to tack this is to use the ‘who, when, where, what, how’ system:

· Who was the book written by and to? 
· When was it written? 

· Where was it written - in what geographical area and what was happening there at the time? Where does it appear in the canon of scripture – what has been happening in Israel’s history up to this point?

· What did they say?

· Why did the author say it? 
· How did they say it?  
· What does it mean for us now? 
Each of the bullet points can be a section with a question or two for discussion at the end to break up the information. The last 4 bullet points are the most important and should make up the bulk of the session. See next page for the learning outcomes you need to meet in this assignment.
We are looking for creativity, insightful questioning, and careful selection of material along with modern day examples and illustrations. Please DO NOT quote extensively from other sources or use other people’s videos in your work. This is about demonstrating what YOU know, not what other people know. We do expect you to refer to the module’s key texts (and anything else you may have read around the subject). If you use a timeline, we suggest you use one of the three you have been given but if you choose to use a different one you must reference the original source for it (not Pinterest for example as they have copied it from somewhere else).
Once the study is written you will then need to add a rationale explaining why you chose to include certain things, why you chose particular illustrations, what approach you took (eg literary criticism and then why you decided to structure the study as you did etc.) 
Remember to reference as you go through and, at the end of the assignment, to include a Reference List detailing the sources you have used to help you and referred to in your work (this does not form part of the word count). 

Learning Outcomes to Be Met

Subject Knowledge [SSK 1] 
	-
	Discuss diverse Old Testament texts intelligently and place them within their broader contexts. 

	-
	Explain some of the underlying concepts, methods and tools associated with the study of the Old Testament. 


Subject Skills [SSS 1] 
	-
	Identify the context and genre of selected biblical texts, and comment intelligently on their significance for the texts’ interpretation. 


Key Skills [KS 1, 2, 3] 
	-
	Identify gather and evaluate source materials for a specific purpose. 

	-
	Evaluate the appropriateness of different approaches to a task, communicating findings sensitively and accurately. 



