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Last week we looked at Genesis 1 and Enuma Elish. Another very important 
discovery in Ashurbanipal’s library is the story commonly referred to as the 
Atrahasis Epic. Though in the nineteenth century only fragments of the story 
were found, a more complete version was found in 1965, dated to the 
seventeenth century B.C.

Atrahasis is the name of the Noah-like fgure in this story and it means 
“exceedingly wise.” The Atrahasis Epic and another ancient story called the 
Gilgamesh Epic overlap a lot with the biblical food story. We will get to that 
issue in a future post. Atrahasis, however, is more than just a food story. It is a 
story of the origins of the gods (theogony) and of the cosmos (cosmogony).

Atrahasis is important to biblical scholars because of it similarity to Genesis 2-
9. Both stories share a similar storyline: creation, population growth and 
rebellion, food. They also share some important details within that storyline.

The degree of overlap between the stories suggests to some scholars that 
Genesis 2-9 may be an Israelite version of Atrahasis, although it is best not to 
be dogmatic about that. It is very clear, however, that there is a lot of 
conceptual overlap between them. On the next page you will fnd a chart 
outlining this.

It goes without saying that there are clear differences between the stories ….. 
But, just as we saw … with Genesis 1 and Enuma Elish, (1) the differences only 
stand out because of the similarities, (2) the differences do not justify 
minimizing the similarities.
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