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The Epistles are leters writen to the fedgling churches and individual believers in 
the earliest days of Christanity. The Apostle Paul wrote the frst 13 of these leters, 
each addressing a specifc situaton or problem. In terms of volume, Paul's writngs 
consttute about one-fourth of the entre New Testament.

Four of Paul's leters, the Prison Epistles, were composed while he was confned in 
prison. Three leters called the Pastoral Epistles were directed toward church 
leaders, Timothy and Titus, and discuss ministerial maters.

The Epistles to Rome, Corinth, Galata, Thessalonica

• Romans—The book of Romans, the Apostle Paul's inspiratonal masterpiece, 
explains God's plan of salvaton by grace, through faith in Jesus Christ.

• 1 Corinthians—Paul wrote 1 Corinthians to confront and correct the young 
church in Corinth as it was struggling with maters of disunity, immorality, and
immaturity.

• 2 Corinthians—This epistle is a deeply personal leter from Paul to the church 
in Corinth, giving great transparency into Paul's heart.

• Galatans—The book of Galatans warns that we are not saved by obeying the 
Law but by faith in Jesus Christ, teaching us how to be free from the burden of
the Law.

• 1 Thessalonians—Paul's frst leter to the church in Thessalonica encourages 
new believers to stand frm in the face of strong persecuton.

• 2 Thessalonians—Paul's second leter to the church in Thessalonica was 
writen to clear up confusion about end tmes and the second coming of 
Christ.

https://www.learnreligions.com/introduction-to-the-book-of-thessalonians-701029
https://www.learnreligions.com/introduction-to-book-of-2-corinthians-701030
https://www.learnreligions.com/introduction-to-the-book-of-corinthians-701028
https://www.learnreligions.com/book-of-romans-701034
https://www.learnreligions.com/all-about-apostle-paul-701056


The Prison Epistles

Between 60 and 62 CE, the Apostle Paul was under house arrest in Rome, one of 
several of his incarceratons recorded in the Bible. The four known leters in the 
Canon from that period include three to the churches at Ephesus, Colosse, and 
Philippi; and a personal leter to his friend Philemon.

• Ephesians (Prison Epistle)—The book of Ephesians gives practcal, encouraging
advice on living a life that honors God, which is why it's stll relevant in a 
confict-ridden world.

• Philippians (Prison Epistle)—Philippians is one of Paul's most personal leters, 
writen to the church in Philippi. In it, we learn the secret to Paul's 
contentment.

• Colossians (Prison Epistle)—The book of Colossians warns believers against 
the dangers which threaten them.

• Philemon (Prison Epistle)—Philemon, one of the shortest books in the Bible, 
teaches an important lesson on forgiveness as Paul deals with the issue of a 
runaway slave.

The Pastoral Epistles

The pastoral epistles include three leters which were sent to Timothy, the frst-
century Christan bishop of Ephesus, and Titus, a Christan missionary and church 
leader based on the island of Crete. Second Timothy is the only one that scholars 
agree was likely writen by Paul himself; the others may have been writen afer Paul
died, between 80–100 CE.

• 1 Timothy—The book of 1 Timothy describes Christ-centered living in the 
Christan church, directed to both leaders and members.

• 2 Timothy—Writen by Paul just before his death, 2 Timothy is a moving 
leter, teaching us how we can be confdent even during hardship.

• Titus—The book of Titus is about choosing competent church leaders, a topic 
especially relevant in today's immoral, materialistc society.

from: htps://www.learnreligions.com/epistles-of-the-bible-700271
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https://www.learnreligions.com/book-of-1-timothy-701043
https://www.learnreligions.com/book-of-titus-701035
https://www.learnreligions.com/timothy-companion-of-the-apostle-paul-701073
https://www.learnreligions.com/book-of-philippians-701040
https://www.learnreligions.com/overview-the-epistles-of-the-new-testament-363407
https://www.learnreligions.com/book-of-ephesians-701036
https://www.learnreligions.com/book-of-philemon-701039

