
Ezekiel
Ezekiel's Character
None of the prophetic witness in the OT is as dramatic or disturbing as that of Ezekiel.  Modern psychologists may diagnose him with post-traumatic stress disorder.  He uses his body in a bizzare ways in street theatre and hurls invectives at his people to shock them out of their complacency.  A powerful and creative communicator, he delivers an urgent, no holds-barred message.  He comes across as a somewhat tortured soul, trying to bring the message of Yahweh to a people in captivity where there are restricted means keeping the laws of the Covenant (addressing ritual impurity, offering sacrifices, celebrating traditional feasts and fasts, which would have included reading of the Torah).  
Summary of Ezekiel's Message
Ezekiel was among the first deportation to Babylon and in 597 and speaks from the diaspora beginning in 593.  The people have profaned the covenant and been faithless to Yahweh.  They have ignored his holiness and his mercy and the result is disaster - Ezekiel's message is scathing and powerful.  He rages at the people for their lack of faithfulness to God, even from the early days of the Covenant.  The language he uses is full of brutal, sexual imagery – this is not for the fainthearted or sensitive! 

Structure of Ezekiel
	Ch 1-3
	Ezekiel's call and commission

	Ch 4-24
	Oracles of condemnation for Judah and Israel

	Ch 25-32
	Oracles against foreign nations

	Ch 33-39
	Prophecies of destruction of Jerusalem followed by promises of hope

	Ch 40-48
	Visons of restoration, the new temple and new Jerusalem


Application for Today
We might like to use Ezekiel's experience exile and struggle to think about the presence of God in our own and the lives of others in our times of 'exile' and struggle.  We might also like to ask where is God in our nation which is becoming increasingly secularised – how do we keep the sabbath in a society that works 24/7?  How do we listen for the voice of a God of love and mercy in a texts like these that are so full of abhorent, violent images?
Other Points of Interest/Note
Coming from the Jerusalem elite to a place of powerlessness, captivity and shame, it is easy to understand Ezekei's outbursts, his frustration and his struggles.  His job as a prophet is to interpret the truth of the Torah and the reality of a God of covenant in the face of massive loss, despair and trauma of his audience.  This goes some way to explaining the extremes to which Ezekiel is prepared to go. 

Vision of the Chariot (1-3)  The vision shows the major theological themes of the book: the holiness of God, the prophet's call to preach words of doom, a transcendent God becoming immanent, God is dangerous and powerful yet desires relationship with his people.

Jerusalem Temple (8-11) The true remnant are those in exile, not those left in Judah.  This is a new move in theological terms – God's presence is not fixed in Jerusalem and temple, it can move with his people. The vision responds to those left in Jerusalem who claim that the exiles cannot be connected to God. To those who believe God is still in Jerusalem, Ezekiel responds with rebuttal: no God is no longer in Jerusalem, God has moved with the exiles to Babylon.

Dry Bones (37-39) In the most famous of all Ezekiel's visions (and perhaps all biblical visions) Ezekiel sees a valley of dry bones become a vast army.  The Hebrew here is best translated 'an exceedingly, exceedingly great army”.  Here is Israel's hope – an army no enemy can stand against, an army with God at its head.  For Ezekiel nothing can stand against the holiness of God – that is Israel's most powerful weapon against her enemies which is why obedience to the Torah is of the utmost importance – it is literally a matter  of life and death.

The Eschatalogical Temple (40-48) This is Israel's hope.  This is the place where the holiness of God dwells and where God is the life and joy of the people forever. Where God dwells there is abundant life which will flow out to all nations.
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